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Warm weather and busy 
days seem to be a dream at 
this point. Soon enough the 
hustle and bustle of summer 
will be among us.  Hopefully 
by the time this newsletter 
reaches the membership, 

Spring will have arrived. The 60th Annual Convention was a success, with 
a lot of wonderful speakers, great food, and as always, amazing fellowship. 
I would like to give a big thanks to all who have been involved this past 
year with NC&AA events. This association continues to amaze me with 
all its support from the members. While looking back at some the older 
newsletters, I can’t help but think there are some very big shoes to fill. We 
have had many great leaders, without them the association would not be 
what it is today. As the association continues to thrive, I plan to keep the 
momentum going. There are a lot of great opportunities for us out there.

Many may know me, for the few that don’t my name is Jason Easter, and I 
am excited to serve as your association president for 2019. I have worked 
for Beatrice Concrete for nearly 24 years. Starting at the bottom and working 
my way toward the top has given me a great appreciation for the business. 
I am currently a plant manager for the ready mix plant in Crete. I have been 
involved with the NC&AA for many years serving on committees, board of 
directors and supporting the association by attending many of the events. I 
look forward to spreading the excitement I have for the association on to our 
promotional efforts.

A Message from:

2019  
NC&AA President  
Jason Easter
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From the Director:

Mother Nature is reminding 
us how powerful she is!

	
Spring has only just begun and yet we are already 
seeing its destructive power from killer tornadoes in the 
south to one of the worst floods in Nebraska history.  
What else does she have in store for us?  As I have 
watched & looked at countless photos of damaged 
roads, I saw more times than not, asphalt easily torn 
apart & concrete being strong & resilient.  Even though 
we did lose some bridges, there were a lot more that 
handled the might flood waters and are there for you to 
use today!
	 As I attended the NRMCA national convention 
earlier this month the “Build with Strength” campaign 
focused again on ICF’s (Insulated Concrete Forms) 
and how much of advantage it has over its competition.  
The question I think we all can ask ourselves, here is 
a building product that has been and for more than 30 
years that hasn’t gone away but hasn’t taken off.  Why?  
We all know the benefits stack up and overwhelm 
against its rivaled counterparts.  It’s stronger, it’s faster 
to build, it is more energy efficient, it is healthier, it’s 
safer, fire resistant, etc…  It is different and we all know 
how well we adapt to change, it takes a long time for 
builders to change from the way they have always done 
it & look at building codes, most cities use 2012 codes 
but some still use 2006, the most updated building 
codes cities are using are from 2015.   
I don’t know about you but anytime I hear of someone 
saying they are building their forever home or their 
dream home, the first thing I think of is what are the 
building it out of?  

	 In my short tenure I have seen what a great 
industry we have and what an awesome network of 
colleagues I have in this association.   As I stated in my 
State of the Association at the Annual Convention I plan 
to promote ICF’s residentially & commercially.  I am 
working with Habitat for Humanities, ICF companies, 
Engineers, School administrators and of course the 
great folks at the NRMCA.  I want to put together 
as many learning opportunities across the state of 
Nebraska to diffuse any misperceptions about ICF’s & 
promote all the benefits.   The NRMCA is going to help 
& I have been contacted by ICF companies to get out, 
have more box lunches & training sessions, who wants 
to join in?  Let’s work together to put a product out there 
that exceeds building codes, saves people money & 
most importantly keeps them safe!
	 Very soon I will be sending out a questionnaire 
email to everybody asking of ICF’s in your area so that 
I can compile data to put together on a virtual map.  
We then will have a link on our website that will have 
hopefully track & tracked ICF’s in our state.  When we 
can show people that are ICF’s a prevalent here and 
if they want to know where one is, you can just look at 
the map & realize there is one just down the street from 
them.  Remember the 3 little pigs?  The big bad wolf will 
never blow the ICF house down!  So why bother with 
the straw & wood house? Build it right the first time!

Jeff Mulder

Alan Sparkman for the 

Tennessee Concrete 

Association said “If you build 

a house to code, you are 

building the cheapest house 

you can build”.  



Quality Concrete Conference  
1/9-10/19

The Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates 
Association held its 60th Annual Quality 
Concrete Conference on January 9th in 
Kearney at the Younes Center and January 
10th in Lincoln at the Embassy Suites. 
The theme this year was “Back to Basics”.  
Speakers were:  Hank Haugie, Strata 
Corporation, presentation on Quality Control 
program as well as Cold Weather Concrete.  
Ken Justice, NRMCA, presented Concrete 
Road Repairs and pop outs and Michelle 
Wilson, Portland Cement Association, 
covered Troubleshooting Aggregates and 
Admixtures.  Attendance at Kearney was 
121 and Lincoln 147.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the membership for 
the support we received through ticket sales 
and sponsorships.  I would especially like to 
thank the members who purchased books 
of tickets and distributed them to customers, 
clients and employees.  Without your support 
events like these would not be successful.  
The event netted a profit.

Exhibitors:
Carroll Distributing & Construction Supply
Logan Contractors Supply
Capital Equipment
CON-E-CO

Event Sponsor:
Boral Resources

Lunch sponsor:
CON-E-CO

Finally, I would like to thank the co-chairman 
of the committee Donald Hostettler, BASF 
and Tyson Vogt, Martin Marietta for their 
efforts in helping to organize this event.  
Special thanks goes to Rochelle Hitz for 
her huge contribution to the success of this 
event.

Respectfully,
Kevin Piper
Simon

Nebraska Concrete Paving Association has hired, 
Bruce Grupe, as its Executive Director, effective 
March 26th, 2019.

Bruce is a P.E. with a Bachelors of Science 
Degree in Construction Management from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  His background 
includes working for Kiewit, Consulting 
Engineers, and the City of Kearney.  His most 
recent work experience is as the Senior Engineer/
Office Leader for Olsson in Kearney, NE.  

Please help us welcome Bruce.  
He’ll be seeing you soon!

Contact information:
	 Bruce Grupe
	 Executive Director
	 Nebraska Concrete Paving Assoc.
	 5700 Seward Ave, Suite B
	 Lincoln NE  68507
	 402.467.2662 office
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Best Wishes to B
ill Cook on his

 retirement



OFFICERS:
President 	 Jason Easter                      
Vice President	 T.J. Hyland                   
Secretary/Treasurer	 Kevin Piper                 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Mark Deetz                   Brian Engel                   
Tyler Jensen                 Mike Arps                    
Brent Kunze                  Tyson Vogt                   
Eric Nielson                  Cody Harris      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Associates Committee                                       
Tyler Jensen/Cody Harris

Convention Committee                                      
Jeff Bryan / Joel Sedlacek / Craig Neemann / 
Darrell Anthony

Long-range Planning Committee                         
Mike Arps

Membership Committee                                     
Eric Nielson / Donald Hostettler

Quality Concrete Conference Committee            
Tyson Vogt / Tim Hegeholz / Jonny Alexander 
/ Devon Barrett 

Safety/Environmental Committee                       
Mike Kuhns / Anthony Nisley      

Scholarship/Education/Training Committee         
Stan Poff / Travis Mumford

Technical Committee                                         
Mike Willman

Legislative Committee                                       
Mark Deetz

National Reports                                               
Mike Arps

LIAISONS:
ACI / NCPA                                                      
Bruce Grupe NCPA

Promotion Director Report                                  
Jeff Mulder

NCIC                                                                
Tyler Jensen

Welcome 2019 NC&AA 
Board of Directors

Monday	 April 8, 2019 
NEW LOCATION
Nebraska Safety Council 
3270 Folkways Blvd., Ste. 201
Lincoln, NE 68504-9903
1:00 pm

Monday	 May 6, 2019 
NEW LOCATION
Nebraska Safety Council 
3270 Folkways Blvd., Ste. 201
Lincoln, NE 68504-9903
1:00 pm

Monday 	 August 5, 2019 
York Country Club 
Conference Room
9:00 am

Monday	 September 9
NEW LOCATION
Nebraska Safety Council 
3270 Folkways Blvd., Ste. 201
Lincoln, NE 68504-9903
1:00 pm

Tuesday	  October 1, 2019 
Oak Creek Sporting Club 
after Shoot... approximately 3:00 pm

Monday	 November 11, 2019 
NEW LOCATION
Nebraska Safety Council
3270 Folkways Blvd., Ste. 201
Lincoln, NE 68504-9903
1:00 pm

Monday	  December 2, 2019
Fire Works Restaurant
5750 South 86th Street
Lincoln NE 68526
Located at the corner of  
Old Cheney & South 86th Drive
(after Long Range Planning Meeting  
1:30 pm start time)

2019 NC&AA Board 
of  Directors Meeting 

Schedule
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NEW LOCATION



Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association is thriving and surviving after 
60 years.  I wonder if our founding fathers ever thought about the longevity 
of NC&AA?  We celebrated another successful convention. Here are the 
highlights:  Past Presidents Dinner Wednesday, 2/20/19 was well attended 
with many stories through the years.  That’s always a treat to take a historical 
trip with good ole story telling!  

In spite of the weather, many found the speaker agenda informative:
	 Fiber, Cracking, Extended Joint Spacing (EJS) - Dr. Charles Nmai, BASF
	 The State of Silica, Christine Reed, CHCM, Industrial Hygenist, NEBCO
	 Holly Hoffman, former Survivor contestant – motivational
	  “Steering wheels are not a hands-free device”, Mark Segerstrom, Nebraska Safety Council
	 Carrier Enforcement; Hours of Service; Exemptions, Trooper Plate, NE State Patrol
	 NDOT update, Moe Jamshidi, NDOT

Dinner entertainment UNL Steel Drum Band – this lively spirited music inspired a tropical feel rather 
than the winter blues!
	
Honorary Lifetime Awards Ceremony: Don Voges (not present), Stan Maly; New Members: Capital 
Equipment, Alex Glazier, Dave Hankamer; Ed Broadfoot & Sons Sand & Gravel (not present), 
Mountain Cement, Rusty Mayfield; Nebraska Ready Mix (not present); Outgoing BOD: Mike Willman, 
Dwight Williams; Presidential Award: Kevin Piper

The spouse program is always fun! This year’s project was painting or staining on glass.

2019 Annual Convention

PAST NC&AA PRESIDENTS Vayden Anderson
A NC&AA Founding Father, 

reminiscing at dinner

PP Standing: Ben Ricceri, Kyle Poff, Rich Ray, Chris Hunke, Mark Deetz, Brian Engel, Travis Mumford
PP Sitting: Dick Krushenisky, Vayden Anderson, Lynn Gardner, Ray Wagner, Mike Arps, Paul Kostal
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Conference Presentation

Dr. Nmai

Christine Reed

Mark Segerstrom
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Holly Hoffman

Moe Jamshidi

Conference Presentation

State Trooper Plate
 

As Dr. Nmai exits event he meets lunch speaker Holly 
Hoffman, Former Survivor contestant in the hallway for 
a photo op. His new claim to fame (with family & friends) 
as he holds the Survivor torch!
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Entertainment

University of Nebraska
Steel Instument Band

The spouse program is always fun! This year’s project was painting or 
staining on glass.
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Awards Ceremony

Mike Arps
Board President

Honorary Lifetime

Don Voges
Not Present

Stan Maly
NEBCO
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New Members
Capital Equipment

Dave Hankamer
Alex Glazier

Mountain Cement
Rusty Mayfield

Ed 
Broadfoot 

& Sons
Sand & 
Gravel

Not Present

Nebraska 
Ready 

Mix 
Not Present

Dwight Williams
Not Present

Outgoing Board of Directors

Mike Willman
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Kevin Piper
Presidential Award

Bedrock Downs Final

Travis Mumford
Winner
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NEBRASKA CONCRETE &
AGGREGATES ASSOCIATION

5700 Seward Ave., Ste. B
Lincoln, NE 68507
402-325-8414

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

INDUSTRY CALENDAR
NC&AA golf	 August 5, 2019	  York Country Club

NC&AA Scholarship Fund Shoot	 October 1, 2019	 Oak Creek Sporting Club, Brainard NE

NC&AA Quality Concrete Conference	 January 8, 2020	  Location TBD

NC&AA Quality Concrete Conference	 January 9, 2020	 Location TBD

NC&AA Past Presidents Dinner	 February 19, 2020	 Lied Lodge Nebraska City

NC&AA Convention	 February 20-21, 2020	 Lied Lodge Nebraska City


